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AN INTRODUCTION TO FIVE EXQUISITE, EXOTIC, AND
ENTHRALLING COLLECTING FIELDS by gregory cerio
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MAMY NEW ART COLLECTORS instinctively
g0 For big, eye-catching paintings and lithographs
that will stap wislvers in chelr tracks, Yet some of
the most beauriful and Fascinaring works of fine
art and decorative objects are also the amallese,
For centuries, the cabkinet of cuslosities was a
staple of the connolsseur’s home, A glass-fronted
case would be filled with addities of the natural
world = fisssils, seashells, s chunk of mineral sich
a5 lapis lazuli—as well as tiny, intricavely crafted

artifacts from around the globe. A
Winigderdamorer (the German term for
such a cabinet) is greater than the
s of ies party; it b5 a verltable mini-
museum, full of items to be touched
andd examined. Here aee five lelda
| for those interested in this venerable
- method of collecting:

Chinese Snuff Bottles
For all its undoubted evils, tobaceo has
been & good thing in ane sense: a8 &
focus of design, Beyond cool ashirays,
pipes, lighters, cigar cutters, and more,
[_':hmm .muFF'butﬂts may e the miost
delightful and attractive tobacco-
related Ejﬂwmuru of all. Tobaeon was
titroduced to China |'.|:|r ]l:mil: ks
sionaries in the sevenveenth century,
anil while smoking it was forhddden,
inhaling snuff— finely powdered
tabacen mived with I|.'a|11r|||.-|'&||.'I herls,
and other aromatics —was regarded a3
a medicinal cure for nv:q‘thing from
headaches vo upser stomachs, The
Prctee Ea.||1.:1| favor :.ml:mg_the nhil-
iry, and elegant, elabarate snull bottles
became standand socoutrements of the
emperar’s court, "Smuff was expensive, and atten-
tion was lavished on the bortles,” says Chirisrie’s
wice president Michoel Bass, *They were carved
and decorsted with auspicious symbols and imag-
ery, and have a wondechul tactilii % | 'Iu,::,-' wrie maile
tos b held and contemplared.”

The bottles, generally shout rwo inches rall,
were fashioned from every imaginable marerial:
jade, porceluin, enameled metal, ivory, licquer,
overlaid glass, ceramics, and hard stones such as
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agate and limestone. Craftsmanship, rarity, and
condition, expests say, are the chief critenia of
value. In recent years, newly wealthy, royaley-
erared Chinese callector have pushed up prices
in the market, paying exorbitant sums for bordes
nuside i||_l:J|_|:.||,|_|I:,-q|.a.u|].-w|||h.~.h|||1'| (A middrroa
enameled porcelain bottle marked with the insig-
nia of the empenor Culanlong was the top selber
in a Chiristie’s sale bast March, fetching $352. 000.)
Seill, simple, unadorned
nineteenth-century glass or
agate bottles are available
for $ 2000 o 3300 kn shops, and
lovely and important older
preces aell ar auction and ar
rotail for 82,000 o S10,000
Lxperrs say it is wiser to go for
quality over quantity. Souff
bottle collecting, like snuff
itself, {2 adkdicrive, “Bottle col
lectors are passionate,” says
Mew York dealer Michacl
Hughes. *Cince you're hooked,
if you want a collection that
will haalel ves value, it's betrer
o by one 55,000 hottle than
ten S500 bortles®

- tui

Before the Swiss Army knife,
there was the etui. The
French word —pronounced
ch-twie —means simply
“waze,” bur, says Christie's
gpecialise Jeanne Sloane, “think of them as the
luxury personal hygiene and accoutrements
kirs of the sighteenth century” Cilder etis age
abour four inchies tall and an inch or so wide,
sleed 1o Ft dnto gu.'l'n.tr:l'u.m."n wilistcoat pocket,
while ladics often clipped them to a broach
clasp called & chivelsine, Eruis held such items as
roothpicks, tweezers, a nail file, a folding knife,
ar an car pick, Women's models might contain
seiseors, theead, and other rools for needlewaork
Elghteenth-century gold aiuds are the rarest and
most sought afver. A circa 1760 gold Rococo etai
covered In Mowing serolls and Noeals browghn
$7.500 in a Christic’s sale in London in 2002, A
F:III:! |'||l::||.|'\.||'-c! l|:'\'lll'[.l'¢."|l-|'.ll. ElLik r|'|||||:' CARCA BT
sold tor $4,000 in cthe same auction,

AL the next level are |1.||||.r-r'|| imn'c|.|i1| anad
E_'!I'I.lmﬂlﬂll etuis A |~|-I.|!:|F\.'IL'|! I1I|:I'I.'EIH.III. 2l '\I-'a'l.tj:l
flower spray motifs and gold mountings sold
{en suiee with a Meissen rea canister) for
£4,600 at Sathoby's in Mew York this pase May.

Simply ornamented
etuis made of materd
als such as shagreen,
mrtoiseshell, or &il-
ver have recently sold
ak auction for $300 to
d450. Becauss etuis are
an almaost unclassifiable
collectible, they pog up at
irregular livtervals at suction
Pine antiques shops are the best be for the impa-
tient. At Manhattan's A La Vicille Russic, prices
range from $850 for an English porcelain el w
$9,500 bor gold eighteenth-century examples. The
stone s owner, Fever Schalter, S48 SO cnllecnors
put etuis to odd new uses; “Cine client boughe
an et For his wife vo carey her chewing gum.”

-l—'..r I I-L"Ll |'-."I'_3'f iL‘L-

The education of princes in continental Europe's
rovpal courts dn the sixveenth o elighteenth centu
ries extended beyond their studhing Machiavell,
erigquetee, and ballroom dancing

They were also expected o learn
a tracle, Louis XV, lor i::u|1l.|.l|r,
took up locksmithing, And in the
principalivies of CGermany aned

other nations, young nobles
were taught to crafe del
icare, incricare objects
on § lathe, A thie tiose, 8
larhie was stane-
alf-the-are
induscrial
s hinery
acylinder
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af, sy, wood would be attached at T
its encls to rotating spindles, As che
wiodd murned, a pointed metal hit
WilE MOAYE |i ;|||||IH_ its |[‘|1]{1|'I. L'?ll.".-'ing
out fexrms and ﬂl."i]sl'lh. | e prEdnCEs
worked not on wood but on mory
Turning ivary wis supposed o teach
|_'||:1|'||1i|'||,1_ p.lrirnl'-r_ and care.” SAYS
Wholtram l-:m.'|:|||-r_'. i curator ar Mew
York's Metropolitan Museum of Art,
“Ivory 15 so dellcate; you make one
error and the plece is lost. It was meant
to be analogous 1o running a state
if you are careless, vour people sulfer”
.IIHI.l}' |||r [{TETHEL \lll'l. IITETES rl'?alllt' [ ]
museums such as the Picti Palace
i Florence and in Dresden's Green
Vault, a legendary creasure howse
damaged in World War 11 and
reopening this month, Munich
.|||I.in|||1"\ dlenle (iL'1:|3 Laue, a
spectalist in turned ivory, says -
that eop specimens only appear .
on the macket two or three times a year. A
group of well-wrought though not pristine fvo
rics appeared in a Chrisrie's sale in Parls last
Drecembier, ferching prices ranging lrom §29,000
o 123,000, Pecrless picces recently exhibived by
Lave=—which sald aue but are ||I'|'||I1I'I.I I his
informative catalog “Tumed Tressurics™ — fetched
Jn:r'wh.r'rr fram SRoo000 o f100,000 for the
largese, most intricate objects, and 35,000 o

f15.000 for small items such as
: hallowed spheres within spheres
Princely sums tor princely art,

ﬂ'nr‘-u:ri;_‘aru |"'I:'.:.I"I_|"-.:.|i|:
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il Much as CDs dicl in the vimyd
LF, photography killed
e the portrait miniature
o T In America, the hey
L & day of miniatures ran
from about 1770 to 1490,
petering out in popularity
after the invention of the

E e Y X
daguerreotype in 1839, Like
their Huropean counter
11 parts, American artists often

|:I'1'I.I|'|'|| MUMIAtHreEs is -|'|.!-|'||:"~{
of full-scale portraics. Most min-
intures ace of men, Uhe pletures
were mounted in lockets, usually
with a clhipping of the sitters
hair, and worn by wives and
sweethearcs. Conseguently,
says Sotheby's vice presi
dont Maney Diruckman, the minintures are
“much more incimate images— loving portraits,
nedt madde for public exposure oo show ofi the
sitrer's social position.” Colonlal-era Ameriean
rasters apch as Boston's John Singlevon Copley
and the members of Philadelphia’s Peale fam-
Hy eried 1o achieve acadomic, BEuropean-style
exactitude in cheir lagge and small porteaies,
but Americans began to paint miniatures in
A lopser, more Homantic sovle in che early
ifood, says Philadelphia dealer Elle Shushan,
wha is regarded as the top expert in the field.
I"r1.'tl'l:|-' miniafurcs are |ui|'|:1-|| iy abl i vellum
or copper, but the best are rendered in water-
color on i'p'nr:,-' “It's an eni |:'q-[:,- different lnok
IVOCY miakes the skin g]l:.wl" SAVS Shushanm, "lt's
w0 lifelike, it's scary”

Taxing as painting miniarures was, the works
are .1|1r|1ri':|nj,|;|'r' affardable, The sitter™s Fame ie
the mosr i:||.||.||.r:rtu.u|: criverion of value, Christie's
holds the wodd-record auction price: $1,216,000
for a mindature that Ei{'r}rgu,' "-."'-",15|'|||'|F=I:|:;||'_| COHT-
missioned for Martha, The fame of the padneer is
the second constderation. Prized h_:,-' falk art col-
lectogs for their nalverd, portraits |'|:,r Mrs, Moses
B, Russell, who worked in Boston in the 1B20s,
can fetch up to $5o.000, That is the ve Iy bop
end. "“The median price for a sgned work is less
than $3,000," says Shushan, (Conr o fape 225}
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Netsuke

Art dealer Katherine Martin likes o
jokoe that, a1 & friend of hers ssid, " Japan
wat once 3 kand withour pockers.” Upril
the Meiji dynasy began a modennization
program in the 18604 and mandared the
wearing of Western attire, Japanscse men
and women wore kimonos. Women's
robes had woluminous sbeeves [n which
to hold necessivies; men's did not. Men
wuore money pousches wnd ledquer boxes,
called ineo, suspended on cords from
walat anahies. The carved toggles that
held the cords in place, called netsuke
{proncanced wer-skee), are the maost
charming clothes buckles ever devised.

“Twn qqualivics attract collectors o nee
suke, The first is tactility. Carved from
materinls such as ivory, hom, and wood,
netsuke “feel wondecful o the hand,”
pnye Martin, director of New York's
Scholven Grallery: *Oils 10 the hand add
ta thee patina and help keep the matenial
foom drying our ® A second atiraction
it the carving. “In Japanese art thene is
a sense of humior, which shows up par-
ticularly in netwke,” tays Chiistic’s spe-
cialivg feffrey Olson. MNermoke are carved
in the form of animals and mythological
creatures (which had symbobic values) as
heman figares, and froquently as tokens
of sexmal porency. Carving is abio a key
indicaror of the age of netsuke, The
muost intricately carved tend o be the
most recenthy made,

The moar desdrable nersuke—che
cream coming from the Kyoto School
of the 17008—can bring $75.000 at
auction. Burk the fiebd i quite easy to
enter. Modern and late-nineveenth-
century pieces can be found an such auec-
tion houses as the 1. M, Chaiv Gallery
in Beverly Hills for 3200 to $400, and
obder, very simply carved netsuke sell for
not much more. Christic's will bundle
1o 8o 15 netsuke into one lot char will
ferch 52,000 1o $3,000. Martin says
many collectors start at the boower end
and then visit her gallery—where supe-
rior antique netsuke go for $5,000 o
$15,000 —after they have gained more
knowledge and an eye for fine carving,
After all, netsuke not only hold purse
strings taut, but loosen them, too, 0

MY HOUSE

(Comy, fram page 124} to the city, The
area around the sirstrip is one of the
unidisturbed parts of the idlend. 1% full
of cartails and thickets of briar and bir-
tereweet, Marshes and beach vistas. In
general, itk congidered roo severe to be
any pood for anyone who's not walking
 dog or surl-caiting.

This is one of my favorite places in
spring and fall. [ run down along South
Beach, as the region is called, every day
or two, and [ often go on afternoon
walks with my wife here, too, One
off-season, during a meteor shower, |
came oul af four in the morming,
uniilded my trusty beach towel, and
lny on the mcks watehing the dazzling
dizplay in the night sky, not a hurman to
be heard anywhere around me, Some
months after, there was pretty good
viewing on Soaith Beach for a rare (in
this part of the world) screening of the
nurora borealls. Meanwhile, wind and
sea salt and the action of the waves
grind up the rocks, and the thorns
grow up through the boulders, and
they retreat when frigid and uncom-
fortable marine winter comes around
from December to March, and thass
about all that happens in this particu-
lar redoubt, which is just how T like i,
before you all arrive.

As you're reading this, 171 be just
beginning to harvest the tomatoes
thopefully). 11l be slicing them right
from the vine and adding some fresh
basil from my herb garden. (1 didn'e
even get around to talking about the
excellence of an herb garden! Be care-
ful with mint, though, it'll ran you off
your property!) And Il be thinking
that even though it's great to see every-
onvi: ancl 1'1 be sad o see you head off
ro vour myriad responsibilities—
another schoal year, another year on
the job—there's so much still to be
done, like repainting the table in the
gucst room, which | keep swearing [l
oo, and taking apart the deck furniture
and putting it in the basement, or
planting some bulbs for next spring.
Maybe 1'll replace that azalea, which is
obwviously not getting enough sun on
the back side of the house. In face, |
think I'm going to do =0 right now,
before anyone even notices. There may
even be time enough, here in the off-

season, (or some writing. (n]
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