


cases or frames, which often hold a
lock of the subject’s hair under glass
on the reverse. Cases range from
elaborate jewel-inlaid, gold-plated
brooches, lockets, and bracelets 10
velvet- or silk-lined foldable leather
envelopes and frames. Rather than
large portraits intended for public
display, these small treasures were
maore pavate mementos. Women tvp-
ically wore them in bracelets or lock-
ets, and men usually kept them in
their pockets.

Inspired by ancient ponrait medals
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and illuminated man-

uscripds, early 16th-

century Continental
examples featured oil
On Copper or water-
color on vellum and were
popular in the court of Henry VIII
and among English aristocrats.

Ivory came into use in the early
18th century and quickly became the
material of choice. Around 1740,
Mary Robens of Charleston was prob-
ably the first American portrait minia-
turist to paint on ivory, “As a result,
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Benjamin Grayson Orr, mayor of
Washington, D.C., from 1817 to
1819, made a handsome sither
for miniaturist Carl Weinedel.

ivory became the major suppon
for American miniatures as well a5
English ones,” says Barrar.

Whether admired in a museum
or as part of a personal collection,
PoOrrdil miniatures are a romantic
visual metaphor for the time when
they were created. Small wonder they
are 50 beloved today, *
For details, see Sourcebook, pege 2006
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Artists who often worked
in the South: Eceard Greene
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and the farmea of the sitter
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